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Autumn and Winter- the changing seasons - spark a sense of wonder and invite children on an 
inspirational journey. This term we reflected on the abundance of nature, the passing of time and 
the changing of seasons. We used a calendar to learn numbers and mark time, days, months. We 
fostered curiosity and encouraged children to go out and explore, to find nature’s gifts and bring in 
their collections. At group time we shared our findings- seeds, leaves, twigs. We made comparisons. 
We talked about the wonders of trees and built science knowledge. We talked about the colours of 
the season and why trees lose their leaves. We explored leaf properties and created art. We looked 
at the life cycle of a tree, parts of a tree. We sang seasonal songs, read books and poetry. We 
listened to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, and begin to explore creative movement.  We display our art 
prominently in our Gallery Wall in the foyer and share our reflections with others.  

During the term we have also been exploring patterns in the world around us and looking for spirals. 
Our journey began with botanic to astronomy, from paleontology to meteorology. We discovered 
that spirals can be found everywhere around us:  plants in our gardens, in far-away galaxies, in the 
vegetables we grow in our veggie patches. The children were fascinated by some galaxies’ pictures 
we observed at group time. This interest led to interesting artistic outcomes as the children 
reproduced galaxies with paint in our art studio creating a universe of colours and original 
interpretations of the pictures we have explored.  This experience led to the creation of galaxies jars 
in class conducted as a scientific experiment in Italian and was a perfect link to our upcoming solstice 
celebration at kinder. We reproduced with our bodies our solar system and the planets orbiting 
around the sun, sang songs like - Space Oddity by David Bowie which turned out to be one of the 
children’s favorite songs. We are now exploring spirals in flowers and we keep investigating different 
shades of blue and connecting colours and music by listening to Rhapsody in Blue by George 
Gershwin. Children’s art works are on display in our art studio in the kinder room.  

 The children of the two 4-year-old groups are also exchanging letters. It all began from our 
reflections with children during a Wombat session. The room looked very crowded in one area and 
very quiet in the opposite side. We decided to redesign our room with the children and to move the 
home corner in the front part of the room and the sensory table in our art studio. The children 
helped with the set up and the decision making of this change. We than decided to write a letter to 
the possum group explaining the reasons behind the change and asking for feedback. The Possum 
group replied with comments and reflections about the new room configuration.  This experience 
was very meaningful as it created a sense of community and belonging to our kinder community and 
fostered children’s agency and decision making in their kinder environment.  

We also had our solstice celebration at kinder. Children and families came to kinder when everything 
was dark. It was exciting and very different to see our kinder lit only by fairy lights, lanterns which 
the children had prepared and torches. We had our Lantern Parade in the garden, we drunk hot 
chocolate, we created galaxies jars and we all sang together our favorite songs. A memorable night 
with a touch of magic. Thank you to all parents and staff who made this event a success.  

A reminder that Paola will be away for the first two weeks of term 3. Mary will be doing Paola’s role 
in both groups and Emily will be the afternoon teacher for the Possum group till Paola is back. 

Thank you all for a fantastic term, have a restful and safe holidays and stay warm. 
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